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Make WoMbat Forest a state Park
PROTECT IT ForeVer

A report by the 
Victorian National 
Parks  Association 
(VNPA) has 
identified the 
Wombat State 
Forest as one of 
the highest priority 
conservation areas 
in central Victoria 
and called for the 
forest to become a 
State Park.
The lack of conservation reserves in central Victoria has 
been highlighted in two key State Government reports - 
the State of the Environment Report (2008) and the Catchment 
Condition Report (2007). 

Biodiversity in the region is facing a crisis from the 
destructive legacies of poor past management and the 
threat of climate change.

The Wombat Forest forms a significant part of the only 
largely intact vegetation in central Victoria, providing a 
vital contribution to ecological processes and the future 
resilience of the region. 

The findings of the VNPA report present a real opportunity 
for the State Government to:
• Protect a high priority area for nature conservation 
• Create a world class conservation reserve system that 

encompasses the full ecological diversity of the region
• Promote the new Park network as part of the new 

regional nature-based tourism strategy.

The State Government should initiate a process for the 
management of the Wombat State Forest that encompasses 
a mixture of State Park and Community Forest Reserve as 
promised by the Victorian Government in 2002.

Under the present tenure the Wombat State Forest is 
open to further exploitation; logging and woodchipping can 
be re-introduced at any time. n   



Animals
Front cover : Greater Glider 
Top left : Powerful Owl
Top right : Rufous Fantail
Fungi facing page 
Top left : Mycena epipterygia
Bottom right : Clathrus ruber
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Wombat Values
at a glance
•	 Over 350 plant species and 200 fauna species 

occur in the forest 

•	 28	flora	species	&	17	fauna	species	are	listed	as	
rare or threatened at a State or National level 

•	 Two	plants	-	Wombat	Leafless	Bossiaea	and	
Wombat	Bush-pea		are	only	found	in	the	
Wombat Forest

•	 The Wombat Forest is recognised as a fungi 
hotspot

•	 Over 80% of vegetation types in the forest 
are	classified	as	endangered,	vulnerable	or	
depleted

•	 The Wombat Forest contains the headwaters 
of six major river systems

Key threats to the forest include:
•	 Inappropriate	fuel	reduction	burning,	fire	

breaks	and	other	fire	management	practices

•	 Pest plants and animals

•	 Mining

•	 Fragmentation by roads and tracks

•	 Firewood	collection	including	illegal	firewood	
removal

•	 Re-introduction of logging and woodchipping

Landscape Resilience, 
Connectivity and 
Climate Change
As one of the largest forested areas in central Victoria, the 
Wombat Forest plays a vital role in the maintenance of 
ecological processes, landscape connectivity and ecosystem 
resilience within the region.

Due to its geograghic importance in linking the open 
woodlands in northern Victoria and the grassy woodlands 
to the south, the Wombat Forest will play a vital role as a 
‘climate change refuge’ and provide the foundations for 
creating links of native vegetation across the landscape. 

A 2010 VEAC discussion paper also noted that ‘significant 
patches of remnant native vegetation of high quality and 
connectivity adjoin the largely intact landscape of the 
Wombat Forest (including, for example, in the Trentham - 
Daylesford area)’. n

 



 Fungi of the 
Wombat Forest 
“Protection of the Wombat 
Forest is the only way to ensure 
the preservation of the forest’s 
remarkable fungal diversity.”

Alison Pouliot, ecologist

A comprehensive survey undertaken by DSE 
in 2005 indicated that over 80% of people 
surveyed considered that protecting biodiversity 
is the most important management issue for 
the Wombat Forest.
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Catchments & 
Riparian Vegetation
The Wombat Forest is a critical water catchment, with the 
headwaters of six major river systems originating in the forest. 
The Moorabool, Werribee and Lerderderg Rivers flow to the 
south, and the Loddon, Coliban and Campaspe Rivers flow 
to the north. 

The extensive network of rivers and streams throughout the 
forest is essential to the overall health of the river system 
and act as a vast natural water treatment plant before slowly 
releasing the water downstream. 

Riparian areas, once very common in the landscape, are now 
an endangered landform in Victoria. n   



Support the call for the Wombat State Forest to be made a State Park by writing to:
The	Premier	of		Victoria,	

				1	Treasury	Place,	Melbourne,	Victoria	3000

Wombat Forestcare Inc. would like to acknowledge the generous support of photographers Sandy Scheltema,  Alison Pouliot,  Gayle Osborne and Tibor Hegedis.
Authorised by Gayle Osborne, Glenlyon, 3461.

Wombat Forest needs to be a
State Park for so many reasons.

Destination Wild
Daylesford Trentham Gisborne Blackwood...
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www.wombatforestcare.org.au 
Wombat Forestcare Inc. 715 Lt Hampton Rd, Glenlyon Vic 3461

Tourism
Just over an hours drive from 
Melbourne, the Wombat Forest is 
a unique natural asset containing 
many ‘hidden gems’. Tall, wet 
forests, lush fern gullies, the rugged 
terrain of the Great Dividing Range, 
heathlands with a wonderful array 
of wildflowers and a network of 
mountain streams and creeks, 
including the Heritage listed 
Lerderderg River.

A world class nature-based tourism industry in the 
region needs a world class network of parks to match. 
Combining a new Wombat Forest State Park with the 
Lerderderg State Park and Hepburn Regional Park would 
create such a world class park system. 

Parks Victoria provide tourist infrastructure such as 
walking track networks and interpretive information. 

Promoting the area as a great nature-based tourist 
destination would attract visitors to local towns in 
the region, such as Trentham, Glenlyon and Blackwood, 
and build the businesses of local nature based tourism 
operators. n

What changes if the Wombat 
Forest becomes a State Park?
Contrary to the cry of “locking up the 
forest”, Parks are actually used by a broader 
range of the community than State Forests.

Each State Park has a management plan, which is 
developed after public consultation, delineating various 
zones for permitted activities based on environmental 
priorities and historic uses. 

Activities such as camping and horse riding are allowed 
subject to planning or management zoning. Four wheel 
driving and trail bike riding are allowed on roads.

Firewood harvesting is not usually permitted in 
State Parks and is generally dealt with by retaining 
appropriate areas of state forest as firewood collection 
zones.  Wombat Forestcare supports the establishment 
of Community Forest Zones to provide firewood for 
the local community, sourced from ecological thinning 
in line with agreed ecological management plans.

Fire management activities in Victoria are planned and 
carried out across all land tenures, including State Parks 
and State Forests.

Activities that cannot be undertaken in a State Park include 
logging, mining and grazing. Hunting is also not generally 
permitted but maybe allowed by Parks Victoria in a 
supervised program to assist in controlling feral animals. n


